
 

 

Family Gram 

   On behalf of all the service mem-
bers in the Combined Joint Task 
Force-Horn of Africa, I send warm 
Holiday greetings to the families 
and friends supporting us over-
seas. It is your unending support 
which allows our soldiers, Marines, 
sailors and airmen serving with 
CJTF-HOA to carry on our tasks.  
   As we approach the end of 2011, 
Iôm happy to say that weôve suc-
cessfully covered missions across 
14 East African nations.  
  We have also had a number of 
significant events occur throughout 
the year, from visits from the Sec-
retary of Defense, to foreign digni-

taries marveling at the work being 
done by the staff here.  
   CJTF-HOA remains a busy 
place, and our service members 
continue to meet every challenge 
placed before them.  
   This edition of the CJTF-HOA 
Family Gram is just a small sam-
pling of the outstanding things your 
service members continue to do 
every day.   
 
Rear Admiral Mike Franken, USN  
Commander, CJTF -HOA 

Our Mission:  
Combined Joint Task 
Force ï Horn of Africa 
conducts operations in 
the Combined Joint 
Operations Area to 
enhance partner na-
tion capacity, promote 
regional stability, dis-
suade conflict, and 
protect U.S. and coali-
tion interests.  
 
Our Vision:  
CJTF-HOA builds and 
strengthens partner-
ships to contribute to 
security and stability in 
East Africa. The task 
forceôs efforts, as part 
of a comprehensive 
whole-of-government 
approach, are aimed 
at increasing our Afri-
can partner nationsô 
capacity to maintain a 
stable environment, 
with an effective gov-
ernment that provides 
a degree of economic 
and social advance-
ment to its citizens. An 
Africa that is stable, 
participates in free and 
fair markets, and con-
tributes to global eco-
nomic development is 
good for the United 
States as well as the 
rest of the world. Long 
term stability is a vital 
interest of all nations. 
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Service members from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa Forward Operating Location 
Kenyasi traveled to Suubi Children's Home in Entebbe, Uganda, to deliver stuffed animals Oct. 
15. Members of FOL Kenyasi volunteer at the children's home weekly. The stuffed animals 
were donated by Loving Hugs, an American organization based in Littleton, Colo., and 
founded by a former U.S. soldier who was inspired to help injured children in Iraq. Loving 
Hugs now partners with the U.S. Navy, along with non-profit organizations, to deliver stuffed 
animals to children worldwide, including 17 countries in Africa. The service members hope to 
bring more stuffed animals to children's homes in Uganda in the future. (U.S. Navy photo by 
Lt. Commander Brendan Collins) 

Holiday Greetings from CJTF-HOA 

VISIT US AT: www.hoa.africom.mil  
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Multinational forces compete in Grand Bara 15K 

A runner sprints for the finish line 
during the 29th Annual Grand Bara 
15k race in the Grand Bara Desert, 
Djibouti, December 8. More than 
250 members from Camp Lemon-
nier participated in the race. 
(Photos by  Staff Sergeant Jona-
thon Steffen) 

Story by Staff Sergeant Stephen Linch, CJTF -HOA PAO 

 
GRAND BARA DESERT, Djibouti ï The French general stood pride fully amongst the hun-
dreds of troops standing before him just as the sun started to peek over the horizon. His voice 
resonated with pride and determination as he motivated the troops before the battle they were 
about to enter. Each and every person ï no matter their rank, nationality or service - knew what 
had to be done. As three fighter jets providing close air support flew overhead, the men and 
women broke ranks and surged forward. 
  Their goal was not a military victory, but a finish line. More than 1,300 French, Dji-
boutian, U.S. and German service members and civilians competed in the 29th Annual Grand 
Bara 15k race hosted by the 5th Combined Overseas Marine Battalion in the Grand Bara De-
sert, Djibouti, Dec. 8. 

A row of rocks guides 
runners at the 29th 
Annual Grand Bara 15k 
race in the Grand Bara 
Desert, Djibouti, Dec. 8. 
The rocks laid out a path 
through the desert for 
runners to follow. 


